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He does not regard certain contrary tendencies — to credit a monarch with 
ability when his realm progressed for whatever cause, and rate him unduly 
low when, by calamities, however caused, his rule suffered — as of great 
magnitude. In general, then, the rise and fall of national well-being on 
the material and political sides is due in large measure to heredity and 
variation acting on the gametes of royal families and the noble families 
who have usurped or been granted monarchical position. England seems 
to have emancipated herself from dependence on the quality of its kings 
by about 1600. 

As in the "Heredity in Eoyalty," Dr. Woods seems to assume that 
intellect, ability, kindness, and chastity are unit characters, segregating 
in the gametes. This is not necessary to his argument, and is in rather 
direct opposition to the general findings of individual psychology, and 
indeed, to some of Dr. Woods's own measurements. For example, if 
intellect and morality were unit-characters due to the presence or absence 
of a single determiner in the germs, a continuous gradation from very 
high degrees that are rare through mediocre degrees that are common to 
very low degrees that are rare, would not be the form of distribution for 
them. 

It should be noted further that Woods's measures of the condition of a 
country's inhabitants, since they are based on the judgments of historians, 
and since these in turn are probably often relative to a standard of what 
in general might be expected in that land and era, are not, and do not 
pretend to be, absolute measures of real advance from or retrogression 
toward some defined zero-point of well-being. 

Those students of history who are rebelling against being confined to 
history as a record to be enlarged and corrected, and who envy the student 
of the natural sciences, will find cause for hope in Dr. Woods's book and 
suggestions in his methods that are applicable to the investigation of 
many problems in the so-called " philosophy " of history. Woods is devoted 
to the cause of replacing individual impressions concerning causes and 
effects in human affairs by objective measurements of relations and more 
unbiased massing of evidence. The criticism that is likely to be made of 
such historiometric work is that it can not be done. The scientific retort 
to this criticism is to go ahead and try to do it; Dr. Woods so retorts in 
this volume, and, in my opinion, with success. 

E. L. Thorndike. 
Columbia University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

Letter from Professor Major 

To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods: 
Two points in the review of my " Elements of Psychology " 1 seem to 
call for brief notice. (1) The reviewer is evidently unfamiliar with the 
distinction between the broad generalization known as the law of psycho- 
neural parallelism and the several doctrines described under the heading — 
psychophysical parallelism, and so finds what he thinks is an incurracy in 
statement. In passing, I may say that in order to avoid all possible mis- 
understanding the term " psychoneural correlation " will be substituted, 
in the revised edition, for the term " psychoneural parallelism." (2) The 
diagram on page 47 of the text has had a sorry time of it at the hands of 
several critics, and no doubt it could be greatly improved. And yet I am 
inclined to think that if it is examined in connection with the descriptive 
matter of the text (p. 48), and if the reader remembers that the diagram 
i This Journal, Vol. X., page 669. 



